. The Comer Furnitare, S. Maple and W, Union  Crestow's first library. “Red"” Hart operated the busfness
I Eeon o B e ‘building--it housed _ for a number of years. News Advertiser photo. .
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C.B. &Q. Found

The - first library ‘was

founded by ‘the Chicago, *
Burlington cand Quingy.

railroad’’ to ~ provide 2

pleasant place for. their em-
ployees  to. . spend their.
_evenings.” It 'was located on’
the southwest corner of Union :
and Maple Streets and is now’.
where the Corner: Furniture . ]
Bella Alderson.
+/In 1930, after tWo.
- failed: :to obtain. &
Jibrary: for
‘Frapk Phill
chess, checkers,. etc. The
second floor which ‘has now
been removed, was used for -
weekday ‘entertainm,ent,s: and -
% Sundayrreligous' meetings, 0
‘For its ‘maintenance, the.
Creston - Library’ Association

‘Store is located.

Mrs. Matilda Bo,wmén-was‘ :
the first librarian. In addition: :

“'to books, there were: daily and

weekly’ newspapers,’ eurrent;

‘magazines and games of

‘was formed at $10 a share andi " 1
. JB. Barsh "was’ the dirst .7

president.

As the north side residential .
section developed,: the library .
‘was moved to the Carpenter:: -
Patt block. Financial dif- N
““fioulties forced several.moves _wing was 2
. uatil finally the books; ‘were . /. he, pres
given to. the . Board ‘of . br

education.in 1897. The library . i

- wasthen established in the old

",_tﬁgh”school'building where, t0- .
both students ‘and ‘public, ;- StEeeL TLe L i Flas
tickets were mo’ longer T n reading. room. X

* When' the building became
the junior high- sc
public'.':library'-'r
this'saine:ropm was
outhwest ‘Com

were - MIS.

Bowman, Rose Hill, Gertrude

" Gertrude Jay_

ed First Library |

ips of Bartlesville, . CI

“ailding - and’ storage’ calcoves. Im- -
thwest corner of
d Streets for:
d presented tht
ced, -fogether with $15,000
cash: to: the city

“site at the sou

in; memory -of
ho had been active ir

harity work. ©
1931 the:Mat
rial Library was.
“opened  and in
&thje: children’s:

“Noyember 1

this door on. either ‘side, ‘ave
china-glassware collections

mediately opposite’ is the
charging desk. A reference .

..room,: children’s ' wing - and.
. office facilities are also on:this
floor. The basernent. contains
©'the clubroom -and , kitchen
' lockers: " ffor. ~'rental
~organizations, workroom,
restrooms and utility: —
¢ tjanitor qua

rters. Outstanding

. interior decorating: has magde

-‘an attractive ;1ibrgry",9f_wmch
‘Creston is proud. i

. During the summer, a story. = -

hour ' is presented . and & -
s reading club. is formed. '
feet. = Since the. early 1940’s
ly: librarians’ ‘have = been -
le  Margaret Ball, Mrs. ‘Phyllis
he - Arnold, and currently, Carole
. Stanger. FL s e



